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appreciate and enjoy the course readings. Thus you should come to class having read the assigned
material, prepared to take notes when necessary and to participate in lively conversations on the
reading. Also, you should know that | promote a classroom community that values your
contributions as meaningful and integral components of our learning and enjoyment.

Course Requirements

In addition to completing all reading on time and participating in all class activities, your grade will
be based on two answer/essay exams (one during the drama portion of the class and one during
the poetry portion), two short writing assignments (again, one for each section), and an optional
opportunity to either memorize a poem or write your own. You should also expect frequent reading
quizzes that test your basic knowledge of/familiarity with an assignment prior to our class
discussions. Note: In-class quizzes cannot be "made up.” Attendance is a crucial part of this class,
and excessive absences will result in a substantially lowered grade (see attendance policy below for
details). Tardiness will also detract from your final grade. Finally, remember that attendance without
participation is pointless. Come prepared to participate; be determined to enjoy your experience in
this course.

Attendance, Tardiness, Participation

Attendance will be taken every day. If you must miss class, contact me as soon as possible. In the
case of an emergency or required school-related activity, your absence will be excused; however,
doctor/dentist appointments WILL NOT be considered excusable unless they are documented
emergencies. If you more than six class meetings, you will fail the course. Participation means
taking an active role in class, making relevant, thoughtful comments and observations during class
discussions, contributing insightful and detailed responses in peer review, and by preparing
questions and prompts for discussing course readings.

Assignments:

Format: Written work should be typed in 12-point Times New Roman font, double-spaced, left-
aligned, with one inch margins. The upper left-hand corner of the first page of each written
assignment should look something like this:

For example:

Your first and last name Jeremy C Justus
Class number and section English 131 -01
Date September 22, 2006
Assignment Reading Response 1

Additionally, each page after the first should be numbered and include your last name. See the
upper right hand corner of this page for an example.
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Staple Everything (longer than a page)

. Description %
Assignment :
Reading Engage in the text by entering a critical “conversation” with it: Ask 30
Responses questions, make objections, apply a creative or theoretical perspective

In-class Quizzes Short answer / multiple choice quizzes to test your familiarity with the 20
day’s reading. Most of these will not be announced in advance

Exams In-depth examinations of not only your familiarity with the course 40
readings, but to be able to engage in them from different perspectives—
such as from a critical or analytical perspective.

Optional Poem You may choose to replace one of your Reading Responses by either
writing a poem or demonstrating that you’ve fully memorized one. The
length of either written or memorized poems will be determined later. If
you write a poem, you must emulate the style of a poet we've read or

studied.
Attendance and Not only must you attend class, but you must also make thoughtful 10
Participation contributions to the class. We can discuss what this means later.

Late work: Unless you have an absence excused by the University, no late work is acceptable.

Grades

A+: 100-98 A: 97-94 A-: 93-91
B+: 90-88 B: 87-84 B-: 83-81
C+: 80-78 C: 77-74 C-: 73-71
D+: 70-68 D: 67-64 D-: 63-61

F: 60 and below

Plagiarism

Plagiarism involves "representing the words of ideas of someone else as one's own in any academic
exercise." Thus, all writing you do for this course must be your own and must be exclusively for
this course, unless the instructor stipulates differently. Please pay special attention to the quotes,
paraphrases, and documentation practices you use in your papers. If you have any questions about
plagiarism, please ask your instructor. If you plagiarize, your instructor reserves the right to grant
you a failure for the course and your case may be reported to the College of Arts and Sciences.
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