
ENGL 768—SPRING 2016 
Romantic Law and Literature (Seminar) 

W 7:00-9:50 PM 
G10 Colson Hall 

 
Adam Komisaruk 
Office:  217 Colson Hall 
Office Phone:  (304) 293-9724 
Office Hours:  MT 3:30-5:00 PM + by appointment 
E-mail:  akomisar@wvu.edu 
Cell Phone:  (304) 216-7156 
 
TEXTS 
 

•   The French Revolution and Human Rights; ed., trans. and intro. Lynn Hunt (Macmillan) 
•   William Godwin, Caleb Williams, ed. Gary Handwerk and A.A. Markley (Broadview) 
•   Elizabeth Inchbald, Nature and Art, ed. Shawn Lisa Maurer (Broadview) 
•   Matthew Gregory Lewis, The Monk, ed. D.L. Macdonald and Kathleen Scherf (Broadview) 
•   Walter Scott, Ivanhoe, ed. Ian Duncan (Oxford) 
•   Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman and Maria or The Wrongs of 

Woman, ed. Anne Mellor and Noelle Chao (Pearson) 
•   Additional texts posted on eCampus 

 
REQUIREMENTS 
 

•   Two (2) oral presentations, intended to stimulate class discussion.  One of these presentations 
should center on a specific aspect of an assigned primary text.  The other should serve as a brief 
summary and appraisal of an assigned secondary text. 

•   Seminar paper, approx. 20-25 pp., preferably revisable for submission to a scholarly journal.  A 
brief proposal, approx. 2-3 pp. with a preliminary bibliography, is due on Friday 11 March 
(Week 9); a rough draft is due on Friday 13 April (Week 14); we will workshop these drafts at 
our last meeting of the semester; final drafts are due on Wednesday 4 May (exam week). 

 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS 
 
* denotes separate text 
 

1 1/13 Introduction 
   
  PART 1:  FOUNDATIONS; LAW AS LITERATURE 
   
2 1/20 Lynn Hunt, intro. and ed., The French Revolution and Human Rights* 
   
3 1/27 Richard Price, from “A Discourse on the Love of Our Country” 

Edmund Burke, from Reflections on the Revolution in France 
Mary Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the Rights of Men 
Thomas Paine, from The Rights of Man 
William Godwin, from An Enquiry Concerning Political Justice 
William Clarkson, from The History of the…African Slave-Trade 
Mary Wollstonecraft, from A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 
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4 2/3 William Blackstone, from Commentaries on the Laws of England 

Jeremy Bentham, from A Fragment on Government 
Guest speaker:  Prof. Matthew Titolo, WVU College of Law 

   
  PART 2:  LAW IN LITERATURE  
   
5 2/10 William Godwin, Caleb Williams* 

Tilottama Rajan, from Romantic Narrative 
   
6 2/17 Elizabeth Inchbald, Nature and Art* 

Nancy Johnson, from The English Jacobin Novel 
   
7 2/24 Mary Wollstonecraft, Maria or The Wrongs of Woman 

Howard v. Bingham 
Christine Krueger, from Reading for the Law 

   
8 3/2 Walter Scott, Ivanhoe* 

Gary Dyer, “Ivanhoe, Chivalry and the Murder of Mary Ashford” 
   
9 3/9 Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Cenci 

Julie Carlson, “Romantic Poet Legislators: An End of Torture” 
9 3/11 Proposal for Seminar Paper Due 4 PM 
   
  PART 3:  LITERATURE IN LAW 
   
10 3/16 Matthew Gregory Lewis, The Monk* 

Michael Gamer, “Genres for the Prosecution” 
   
 3/23 Spring Break—No Class 
   
11 3/30 Percy Byssshe Shelley, Queen Mab 

Jason Kolkey, “Venal Interchanges” 
   
12 4/6 Samuel Taylor Coleridge, from Biographia Literaria 

Thomas De Quincey, “Samuel Taylor Coleridge” 
J.F. Perrier, “The Plagiarisms of S.T. Coleridge” 
Tilar Mazzeo, from Plagiarism and Literary Property 

   
13 4/13 William Hone, from Three Trials 

Joss Marsh, from Word Crimes 
   
14 4/20 Requests 
14 4/13 Rough Draft of Seminar Paper Due 4 PM 
   
15 4/27 Workshop  
   
 5/4 Final Draft of Seminar Paper Due 4 PM 
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SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 
e√ = available electronically through WVU Libraries website 
√ = available on physical reserve through Downtown Library 
Other items = see me 
 
General 
 
Bender, John. Imagining the Penitentiary: Fiction and the Architecture of Mind in Eighteenth-Century 

England. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1987. 
 
e√ Brewer, David. The Afterlife of Character, 1726-1825. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P, 2005. 
 
√ Brook, Peter. Troubling Confessions: Speaking Guilt in Law and Literature. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 

2000. 
 
e√ Bugg, John. Five Long Winters: The Trials of British Romanticism. Stanford: Stanford UP, 2014. 
 
√ Chaplin, Sue. Law, Sensibility and the Sublime in Eighteenth-Century Women’s Fiction: Speaking of 

Dread. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2004. 
 
e√ Chaplin, Sue. “Law and Literature in the Romantic Era: The Law’s Fictions.” Literature Compass 3.4 

(2006): 804-17. 
 
Dolin, Kieran. A Critical Introduction to Law and Literature. New York: Cambridge UP, 2007. 
 
Dolin, Kieran. Fiction and the Law: Legal Discourse in Victorian and Modern Literature. New York: 

Cambridge UP, 1999. 
 
e√ Gladfelder, Hal. Criminality and Narrative in Eighteenth-Century England: Beyond the Law. 

Baltimore: Johns Hopkins UP, 2001. 
 
e√ Grossman, Jonathan. The Art of Alibi: English Law Courts and the Novel. Baltimore: Johns Hopkins 

UP, 2002.  
 
e√ Harding, Anthony, ed., Authorship, Genre and Copyright. Special section of English Studies in 

Canada 38.2 (2012): 25-101. 
 
Hunt, Lynn. Inventing Human Rights: A History. New York: Norton, 2007. 
 
√ Johnson, Nancy, ed. Impassioned Jurisprudence: Law, Literature and Emotion, 1760-1848. Lewisburg, 

PA: Bucknell UP, 2015. 
 
e√ Macovski, Michael, ed. Romanticism and the Law. Romantic Circles Praxis Series. University of 

Maryland, 1999. Web. http://www.rc.umd.edu/praxis/law/index.html.  
 
√ Mulvihill, James. Notorious Facts: Publicity in Romantic England, 1780-1830. Newark: U of Delaware 

P, 2011. 
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√ Posner, Richard. Law & Literature. 3rd ed. Cambridge, MA: Harvard UP, 2009. 
 
e√ Schmidgen, Wolfram. Eighteenth-Century Fiction and the Law of Property. New York: Cambridge 

UP, 2002. 
 
e√ Scrivener, Michael. “Trials in Romantic-Era Writing: Modernity, Guilt and the Scene of Justice.” The 

Wordsworth Circle 35.3 (2004): 128-33. 
 
St. Clair, William. The Reading Nation in the Romantic Period. New York: Cambridge UP, 2004. 
 
Ward, Ian. Law and Literature: Possibilities and Perspectives. New York: Cambridge UP, 1995. 
 
Weisberg, Richard. The Failure of the Word: The Protagonist as Lawyer in Modern Fiction. New Haven: 

Yale UP, 1984. 
 
Weisberg, Richard. Poethics, and Other Strategies of Law and Literature. New York: Columbia UP, 

1992. 
 
White, R.S. Natural Rights and the Birth of Romanticism in the 1790s. New York: Palgrave, 2005. 
 
e√ Wickman, Matthew. The Ruins of Experience: Scotland’s “Romantick” Highlands and the Birth of the 

Modern Witness. Philadelphia: U of Pennsylvania P, 2007. 
 
 
Coleridge 
 
e√ Macfarlane, Robert. Original Copy: Plagiarism and Originality in Nineteenth-Century Literature. 

New York: Oxford UP, 2007. 
 
McGinnis, Reginald, ed. Originality and Intellectual Property in the French and English Enlightenment. 

New York: Routledge, 2009. 
 
e√ Russett, Margaret. “Meter, Identity and Voice: Untranslating Christabel.” SEL 43.4 (2003): 773-97. 
 
e√ Mazzeo, Tilar. Plagiarism and Literary Property in the Romantic Period. Philadelphia: U of 

Pennsylvania P, 2007. 
 
e√ Jamison, Anne. “Copyright and Collaboration: Wordsworth, Coleridge and the Debate over Literary 

Property.” Romanticism 17.2 (2011): 209-21. 
 
 
Godwin 
 
e√ Dyer, Gary. “The Arrest of Caleb Williams: Unnatural Crime, Constructive Violence and 

Overwhelming Terror in Late Eighteenth-Century England.” Eighteenth-Century Life 36.3 
(2012): 31-56. 

 
e√ Marshall, Bridget. The Transatlantic Gothic Novel and the Law, 1790-1860. Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 

2011. 
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√ Rajan, Tillotama. Romantic Narrative: Shelley, Hays, Godwin, Wollstonecraft. Baltimore, MD: Johns 
Hopkins UP, 2010. 

 

Hone 

√ Marsh, Joss. Word Crimes: Blasphemy, Culture and Literature in Nineteenth-Century England. 
Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1998. 

 
e√ Tuite, Clara. “Not Guilty: Negative Capability and the Trials of William Hone.” Censorship and the 

Limits of the Literary: A Global View. Ed. Nicole Moore. New York: Bloomsbury, 2015. 
 
√ Wood, Marcus. Radical Satire and Print Culture, 1790-1822. New York: Oxford UP, 1994.  
 
 
Inchbald 
 
Johnson, Nancy. The English Jacobin Novel on Rights, Property and the Law: Critiquing the Contract. 

New York: Palgrave, 2004. 
 
e√ Jones, Viven. “Placing Jemima: Women Writers of the 1790s and the Eighteenth-Century Prostitution 

Narrative.” Women’s Writing 4.2 (1997): 201-20. 
 
Golightly, Jennifer. The Family, Marriage and Radicalism in British Women’s Novels of the 1790s: 

Public Affection and Private Affliction. Lewisburg: Bucknell UP, 2012. 
 
 
Lewis 
 
e√ Gamer, Michael. “Genres for the Prosecution: Pornography and the Gothic.” PMLA 114.5 (1999): 

1043-54. 
 
e√ Mudge, Bradford. “How to Do the History of Pornography: Romantic Sexuality and Its Field of 

Vision.” Historicizing Romantic Sexuality. Ed. Richard Sha. Romantic Circles Praxis Series. 
University of Maryland. 2006. Web.  

 
e√ Tuite, Clara. “Cloistered Closets: Enlightenment Pornography, the Confessional State, Homosexual 

Persecution and The Monk.” Romanticism on the Net 8 (1997). Web. 
http://www.erudit.org/revue/ron/1997/v/n8/index.html.  

 
 
Scott 
 
e√ Dyer, Gary. “Ivanhoe, Chivalry and the Murder of Mary Ashford.” Criticism 39.3 (1997): 383-408. 
 
e√ MacNeil, William. Novel Judgements: Legal Theory as Fiction. New York: Routledge, 2012. 
 
√ Sheley, Erin. “Doubled Jeopardy: The Condemned Woman as Historical Relic.” Impassioned 

Jurisprudence: Law, Literature & Emotion 1760-1848. Ed. Nancy Johnson. Lewisburg, PA: 
Bucknell UP, 2015. 89-110. 
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Simmons, Clare. Popular Medievalism in Romantic-Era Britain. New York: Palgrave, 2011. 
 
 
Shelley 
 
e√ Carlson, “Romantic Poet Legislators: An End of Torture.” Speaking about Torture. Ed. Carlson and 

Elisabeth Weber. New York: Fordham UP, 2012. 221-46. 
 
e√ Fraistat, Neil. “Illegitimate Shelley: Radical Piracy and the Textual Edition as Cultural Performance.” 

PMLA 109.3 (1994): 409-23. 
 
e√ Grimes, Kyle. “Queen Mab, the Law of Libel and the Forms of Shelley’s Politics.” Journal of English 

and Germanic Philology 94.1 (1995): 1-18. 
 
e√ Kohler, Michael. “Shelley in Chancery: The Reimagination of the Paternalist State in The Cenci.” 

Studies in Romanticism 37.4 (1998): 545-89. 
 
e√ Kolkey, Jason. “Venal Interchanges: Shelley’s Queen Mab and Literary Property.” European 

Romantic Review 25.5 (2014): 533-50. 
 
Lockridge, Laurence. The Ethics of Romanticism. New York: Cambridge UP, 1989. 
 
√ Marsh, Joss. Word Crimes: Blasphemy, Culture and Literature in Nineteenth-Century England. 

Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1998. 
 
 
Wollstonecraft 
 
e√ Greenfield, Susan. Mothering Daughters: Novels and the Politics of Family Romance, Frances Burney 

to Jane Austen. Detroit: Wayne State UP, 2002. 
 
e√ Johnson, Claudia. Equivocal Beings: Politics, Gender and Sentimentality in the 1790s; Wollstonecraft, 

Radcliffe, Burney, Austen. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1995. 
 
e√ Jordan, “Criminal Conversation: Mary Wollstonecraft’s The Wrongs of Woman.” Women’s Writing 4.2 

(1997): 221-34. 
 
e√ Komisaruk, Adam. “The Privatization of Pleasure: ‘Crim. Con.’ in Wollstonecraft’s Maria.” Law and 

Literature 16.1 (2004): 33-63. 
 
e√ Krueger, Christine. Reading for the Law: British Literary History and Gender Advocacy. 

Charlottesville: U of Virginia P, 2010. 
 
 


