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Multimedia Writing

ENGL 303, Spring 2014, West Virginia University

Description and Requirements

Course information

Course number: ENGL 303 7D1

Course name: Multimedia Writing

Term and year: Spring 2014

CRN: 18176

Instructor: John Jones, Assistant Professor

Email: john dot jones at-sign mail dot wvu dot edu

Twitter: johnmjones

Google Plus: John Jones

Office: 231 Colson Hall

Office hours: Tue., 10-noon in 231 Colson Hall [make an appointment]
Virtual office hours: Tue., 10-noon and Fri., noon-1 via Google Plus hangouts [make an appointment]

Course description

“Ihave been a person of the book, but | am becoming a person of the screen. It is not an easy transition.” -
Kevin Kelly

Screens have colonized our imaginations. Everywhere we go we are confronted by them—computer
screens, mobile screens, television screens—and, increasingly, these screens have become the places
where we write, read, and generally experience multiple forms of media.

In ENGL 303: Multimedia Writing, students will examine the rhetorical possibilities of digital media, using
that media to understand the effects of the ongoing transition from print to screen on writing practices.
They will not only learn how to compose screen texts in multiple media, they will also interrogate our
society’s transition from people of the book to people of the screen.

As with Kelly, students may discover that this transition has not been an easy one. While this will be a
writing course, not a technology course—students of all levels of technological expertise are encouraged
to enroll—in this course students will be expected to use a number of different technologies as they learn
how to write for different media. Students should be open to learning new technologies and plan to
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spend a generous portion of their time in the course experimenting with and eventually mastering the
technological tools necessary for multimedia writing.

Course objectives

Students who successfully complete the course will have:

= mastered multimodal, electronic writing, including the composition, design, and organization of
digital texts and remixes with audio-visual elements;

= produced texts that display an awareness of the needs of the rhetorical situation and a particular
audience;

= understood and be able to relate the best practices for the fair use of media that is copyrighted,
Creative Commons licensed, or in the public domain;

= mastered the research and source citation methods appropriate for multiple media.

In line with the goals of the WVU BA Program in English, these objectives will enable students who
successfully complete the course to

= interpret texts within diverse literary, cultural, and historical contexts;

= demonstrate a general knowledge of the social and structural aspects of the English language;
and

= demonstrate a range of contextually effective writing strategies.

Required texts

= Hal Abelson, Ken Ledeen, and Harry Lewis. Blown to Bits: Your Life, Liberty, and Happiness afterthe
Digital Explosion. Addison-Wesley, 2008. (Only purchase this book if you want to own a
physical copy. It can be downloaded for free at the link above.)

= George Plumley. WordPress 24-Hour Trainer. 2nd ed. Wiley, 2011. ISBN: 1118066901.

= Douglas Rushkoff. Program or Be Programmed: Ten Commands for a Digital Age. OR Books, 2010.
ISBN: 978-1-935928-15-7

Any additional course readings will be made available on the course schedule.

Required digital resources

= Regular access to a computer and the Internet (if you are in Morgantown, on-campus computer
access is provided by the Office of Information Technology, the Center for Literary Computing,
and the WVU libraries) as well as access to the following technologies:
= a computer with a microphone and webcam,
= a means of recording video (if you are in Morgantown, you can check out video recording
equipment from Multimedia Services at the WVU Library), and
= software for converting video formats (like Handbrake for Mac or Windows) and for
editing video (like iMovie for Mac or Windows Movie Maker for Windows).
= A MIX email account which is checked daily.
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= An account on this site.
= A Google Plus account and access to Google Drive.
= A WordPress.com account.
= A means of keeping track of your course files, using a cloud backup service like SpiderOak or
Dropbox that can automatically archive your work.

Additional recommendations

= Tools for tracking your research, like Evernote for note-taking,
= Delicious for tracking Web sources, and
= Zotero or RefWorks for managing research and formatting citations.
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Multimedia Writing

ENGL 303, Spring 2014, West Virginia University

Policies

Professional conduct

This course is part of the Professional Writing and Editing (PWE) program at WVU. The PWE program is
designed to prepare students for careers as professional communicators, and for this reason many
aspects of PWE courses are designed to replicate professional work experiences. All students in ENGL 303
are expected to conduct themselves like professionals both in their work as well as in their interactions
with the instructor and their fellow students. As is the case with professionals, students are expected to
complete all of their assigned work and take part in all activities, to reply to all communication in a
timely manner, and to respond to all course activities and assignments as they would to comparable
work activities and assignments.

Social justice policy

The English Department and the Professional Writing and Editing Program support WVU’s commitment
to social justice. In this course, you will work with your classmates to create a positive learning
environment based on open communication and mutual respect.

Inclusivity

The West Virginia University community is committed to creating and fostering a positive learning and
working environment based on open communication, mutual respect, and inclusion. If you are a person
with a disability and anticipate needing any type of accommodation in order to participate in this class,
please advise me and make appropriate arrangements with the Office of Accessibility Services (293-
6700). For more information on West Virginia University’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion initiatives,
please see http://diversity.wvu.edu.

Work visibility

Due to the nature of the course, you will be sharing your work with your fellow classmates as part of
workshops and peer review sessions. Additionally, you will share your work publicly on the Web, such as
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on this course site and on your personal websites. By taking this course, you are indicating that you
accept these requirements. If you have any questions or concerns about these requirements,
please contact me immediately.

Office hours

Scheduled office hours

In-person. If you are in Morgantown, you can visit me on campus during my in-person office hours. My
office is located in 231 Colson Hall and my in-person office hours will be held on Tuesdays from 10-
noon.

Virtual. | will also hold regular virtual office hours using the chat and/or video features of Google Plus.
Google refers to these chats as hangouts). If you are new to Google Plus, you can find more information
on how to initiate a hangout here. My virtual office hours will be on Tuesdays from 10-noon and on
Fridays from noon-1.

Please make an appointment

I would like to know when you plan to meet with me, so please schedule an appointment if you are going
to come see me or start a chat with me.

Meeting outside of my scheduled office hours

If you would like to meet with me but are not free during any of my scheduled office hours, please
contact me directly via email and | will be happy to arrange an alternative meeting time that fits both of
our schedules.

Cancellations

If for some reason it becomes necessary for me to cancel or reschedule either my regular office hours or
a meeting with an individual student, | will notify the class or the student as soon as possible. Similarly, if
it becomes necessary for you to cancel a meeting with me, you should email me to let me know about
the cancellation as soon as you can.

Official communication

The two primary avenues of official communication for the course will be WVU email and this website.

Email
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| will initiate official communication to the class or individual students via my WVU email account. I will
send these messages to your MIX emails.

Course blog

Updates to the course site—such as changes to the course schedule, or additional information about
assignments—will be posted to the blog on this site. You can navigate the blog using the Recent Posts,
Tags, or Archives boxes in the right sidebar.

Regularly check for communication about the
course

In order to make sure you don’t miss important information, you should regularly check your MIX
accounts as well as this site. An effective way to keep track of the course blog (or your classmates’
blogs) is via an RSS reader like Feedly.

Course forums

I have set up individual forums for questions related to the syllabus and the course site, general questions
about WordPress and our WordPress textbook, as well for your major projects.

Unless you have a question of a personal nature, you should post all questions related to these topics to
the appropriate forum. This will allow your classmates to see (and respond) to your questions, as well as
to my answers, ultimately providing a general knowledge-base for issues related to the class.

As with other online forums, if you have a question related to an existing topic, you should post it as a
comment to that topic, not as a new topic.

Instructor responses

My tendency in course communication initiated by students is to respond in the medium in which the
message was sent. For example, if you ask me a question on the syllabus forum, I will tend to respond to
you on that forum (assuming the answer is suitable for public view); if you send me an email, | will email
you back; etc.

I will do my best to respond to your messages within 24 hours during the work week (M-F); on the
weekends and during breaks my responses may take longer.

Technology policies

Adopting new technologies
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In this course, we will be experimenting with many different technologies for writing and reading,
ranging from services like WordPress to software packages like iMovie or Windows Movie Maker to
markup languages like HTML. In this course you may be introduced to a new way of communicating that
you find indispensable. Alternatively, you may find yourself using technologies that you cannot imagine
yourself using again outside of the course, and you may experience these technologies as being difficult
or simply irritating.

That is ok.

You are not required to love the technologies we experiment with or embrace them without question.
Indeed, a major theme of our readings will be questioning the impact and effects of emerging
technologies. What is required of you is that you approach all of our assignments with an open mind and
your best effort, as a future professional experimenting with different modes of communication.

While we will have specific, detailed instruction on how to use many technologies addressed in this class,
such as setting up your WordPress sites, it will not always be possible for us to cover the uses of all
technologies touched on in the course. | do expect that when | introduce specific technologies in blog
posts, course readings, or course videos that you will take notes so you will have a guide to follow when it
comes time for you to use these technologies. However, on some occasions you will find that you need to
use a technology or piece of software that is new to you but which we have not discussed together. In
such a case, although | will attempt to help you as best | can, | expect that you will take the initiative to
research the technology in question and master it to the best of your ability.

As experimenters, our method will be trial and error. In all cases, when faced with new tools and
technologies you should expect to devote some time to experimenting with and learning these
technologies, researching (or discovering) their possibilities and limitations, and, when possible, sharing
what you have learned with your classmates on the forums or your personal blogs.

Troubleshooting

While | will be available to answer your questions and help you troubleshoot technology issues, if you
have a question about a particular technology you will find that, in most instances, other people have
had the same question and the answer is either in our course readings or available on the Internet.

If this process does not solve your problem and you need to consult me, please remember that the more
detail | have about your problem, the easier it will be for me to help you solve it. If you email me saying

[ can’t get my blog to work. Help!

I don’t have much to go on. | better email request is
| uploaded an image to my WordPress site, but
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now it won’tdisplay! Help!

Submitting course work

Due to the nature of this course, all course assignments will be submitted electronically. The descriptions
of each assignment will include instructions for submitting that assignment. For this reason, it is
important that you carefully read all assignment descriptions and instructions. Unless otherwise noted,
all assignments are due before 9 a.m. on the day they are listed in the course schedule. | will provide all
feedback and grades for your course projects in your course folders on Google Drive.

Late work

If you cannot turn your work in by the date an assignment is due, you should discuss a make-up date
with me before the due date. If you do not contact me before the time an assignment is due, the
assignment will be considered late.

Major assignments—the personal website, issue/cause website, and book chapter remix—that are
turned in after they are due will be penalized by ten percentage points for each calendar day they
are late. Weekly forum posts, blog posts, and any other assignments listed on the course schedule
will not be accepted late.

Although each situation is unique, in general a problem with technology will not be considered an
acceptable excuse for late or incomplete work. If your computer malfunctions, it is your responsibility to
find a different place to work. If your Internet goes out, you will need to find a different access point. And
you should create multiple redundant backups of your work in case you accidentally erase, overwrite, or
otherwise lose your files.

Academic integrity

The integrity of the classes offered by any academic institution solidifies the foundation of its mission
and cannot be sacrificed to expediency, ignorance, or blatant fraud. Therefore, | will enforce rigorous
standards of academic integrity in all aspects and assignments of this course. For the detailed policy of
West Virginia University regarding the definitions of acts considered to fall under academic dishonesty
and possible ensuing sanctions, please see the West Virginia University Student Conduct Code. Should
you have any questions about possibly improper research citations or references, or any other activity
that may be interpreted as an attempt at academic dishonesty, please see me before the assignment is
due to discuss the matter.
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Multimedia Writing

ENGL 303, Spring 2014, West Virginia University

Assignments

Personal website: 20%

Weekly discussion forum postings: 15%
Personal blog posts: 15%

Issue/cause website: 25%

Book chapter remix: 25%

SARIE I A

Grade descriptions

These descriptions will give you an indication of the the expectations that will guide my evaluation of
your individual projects:

A: Outstanding represents superlative participation in all course activities; all assigned work

completed, with very high quality in all course work.

= B: Excellent represents above-average participation in all course activities; all assigned work
completed, with consistently high quality in course work.

= C: Average represents good participation in all course activities; all assigned work completed,
with generally good quality overall in course work.

= D: Below average represents uneven participation in course activities; some gaps in assigned
work completed, with inconsistent quality in course work.

= F:Inadequate represents minimal participation in course activities; serious gaps in assigned

work completed, or very low quality in course work.

Plus/minus grades
I will use the following scale to determine plus/minus grades:

= A+ 97 and above
= A:93-96

= A-:90-92

= B+:87-89

= B:83-86

= B-:80-82

= C+ T7-79

C. 73-76
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C-:70-72

D+: 67-69

D: 63-66

D-: 60-62

F: 0-59

Personal website

Description

You will create a personal website to showcase your professional persona and your work in this course.
While all elements of your site are expected to function and display correctly in a variety of web
browsers, because you will be allowed to use third-party site-building software, the project will primarily
focus on the appropriateness of the website-its design and implementation, the text and other media it
contains, and the overall appeal and effectiveness of the site and its orgaization.

Requirements

Your site should contain the following major sections:

= Ablog.

= An about page featuring a brief description of the purpose of the site, as well as information
about you (as appropriate). It is not necessary for you to divulge personal information about
your life, but you should provide a description of yourself as the author of the site, explaining
what you hope to share on the site and why visitors should be interested in it. This will page
contain at least 300 words of text and at least one image. The writing should showcase your wit
and ability to connect with your site’s potential visitors.

= A portfolio section, highlighting the digital work you will create as part of the course (although
you can feel free to include any other digital work of yours that you feel would be appropriate)

= A credits page acknowledging all the work on the site not produced solely by you (i.e. images,
logos, etc.). You do not need to document third-party material included in your blog posts or
your projects on the portfolio page as long as that material is documented in those posts or
projects.

Your site will be a work in progress to which you will add material throughout the semester, serving as a
portfolio for your course work. It should be legible, appropriate, and attractive in its use of site colors,
backgrounds and other images, and typefaces. The site should make effective use of visual material like
photographs and illustrations when appropriate. If amy material on the site is not wholly created by you,
you must acknowledge the original author and link back to his or her work on the site’s credits page.

Website due dates

In addition to the requirements above, your grade for this project will also depend on your ability to
meet the following deadlines. You should have created your site on WordPress.com before 9 a.m. on
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Tuesday, Jan. 21 so you can begin blogging. To show that you have met this deadline, you will post a link
to the forum section on this site titled “Personal Websites” before that deadline. The complete about
page, along with the portfolio and credits pages should be added to your site by 5 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 24.
It’s ok if there is no material for the Portfolio and Credits pages at first; when you add them, you can
simply include some filler text, like “Coming soon,” and then add the content later as you complete your
other projects. All of these projects should be posted to the site no later than 5 p.m. on the last day of
class, Apr. 25.

Grading

I will evaluate your personal website using the following five categories:

= Design: The site adheres to the best practices for Web and multimedia design.

= Accessibility and requirements: The site adheres to the best practices for linking and image use
and is free of major errors in organization or structure. The site meets all of the requirements
laid out in the assignment description.

= Readability and effectiveness: The text and other multimedia elements are free of major and
minor errorsin structure, syntax, and grammar and display the quality of writing appropriate
for a professional publication.

= Multimodality: Multimedia elements are effectively incorporated into the site to complement,
comment on, and/or extend the written text.

= Citation and research: All of the elements of the site are either the sole creation of the author,
explicitly licensed for reuse, no longer covered by copyright, or used within the bounds of fair use.
All sources used on the site that are not the sole creation of the author or authors are fully cited
using a format appropriate to the medium.

Weekly discussion forum postings*

Description

Each week you will be responsible for participating in online discussions of the course readings from
Program or Be Programmed and Blown to Bits on the discussion forum. Each week one or more
Discussion Leaders (DL) will be responsible for guiding the discussion of the readings and any related
topics.

By guiding the discussion, | mean that the DLs can analyze the readings, challenge them, compare and
contrast them with other pertinent texts/resources, pose a question or questions to their peers (that they
should also attempt to answer), or otherwise stimulate a discussion around the readings for the course.

Requirements

All students in the course are required to post one long comment as well as one shorter reply to the
forum each week.
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Discussion leaders. One of the DLs will begin the discussion by posting a new topic in the Weekly
Discussion forum. This topic should be titled according to the week number—for example, the forum for
the week of Jan. 27-31 should be titled “Week 4.”

To receive credit, the DLs’ topic posts should have a descriptive title, be at least 250 words in
length, and be posted before 9 a.m. on Monday of their assigned week. Discussion leaders are also
required to post one reply of at least 150 words to the discussion in addition to their initial topic post
before 5 p.m. on Friday of that week.

On many weeks, there will be more than one DL. However, there should be only one forum topic for
each week. DLs scheduled for the same week should coordinate with each other to decide who will
create the initial post for their week.

Everyoneelse. The rest of the class will post to the forum by replying to the topic created by the DLs for
that week. These initial replies should engage with the prompts provided by the DLs and should be
at least 150 words long. After their initial reply, students should post at least one reply of at least 75
words to another student’s post. All posts and replies for a given week are due by 5 p.m. on the Friday of
that week.

There is no limit to how many replies a person can make to the forum each week, and you are free to
continue discussions on the weekly forums throughout the semester. Obviously, the sooner that everyone
contributes to the online conversation, the more lively and substantive the discussion can become.

Citation and reference. Weekly forum discussions will not cover technical readings, such as those
from WordPress 24-Hour Trainer; there will be separate forums for discussing issues related to setting up
your WordPress sites and dealing with other technical issues. Rather, they will only cover our readings
from Blown to Bits and Program or Be Programmed.

When referencing these works, DLs and all other students must clearly indicate when they are directly
quoting the text and provide page references for all quotations and paraphrases. For example, when
quoting from page 8 of Programor Be Programmed a student would write:

As Rushkoff argues, “digital technologies are in
many ways a natural outgrowth of what went
before” (p. 8).

If a student were to paraphrase this same passage, it would be like this:

Rushkolf argues that are current technologies are
organic developments from previous technologies
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(p. 8).

The same processes should be used when referencing sources outside of the readings, with the addition
of either full citation information for print sources (author, title of work, year, and publication
information) or a link to the original page for online sources.

Instructor participation. The weekly discussion forum is designed to be a space where students engage
with the course texts. | will read all of your posts, and although | reserve the right to participate in these
discussions, | may do so sparingly.

Instructor discussion prompts. Occasionally, | will assign discussion prompts for the DLs and the rest of
the class to respond to. These prompts will be posted in the course schedule, so everyone should check
the schedule prior to posting to the forum each week.

Discussion forum postings due dates

DL’s first posts are due by 9 a.m. on the Monday of their assigned week. The DL’s second post and the
posts by all other class members are due before 5 p.m. on the Friday of that week.

There will be no DL assigned during the first two weeks of class. Your first forum post will be due on
week 2, before 5 p.m. on Friday, Jan. 17. | will assign DLs to individual weeks and email the DL
schedule to everyone during our second week of classes. (Update, 1/9: If you would like to request to be
the DL for a particular week, post your request to this thread on the forum.)

Because DLs are required to begin a discussion about the readings assigned for that week, and because
their posts are due before 9 a.m. at the beginning of the week, DLs must complete the assigned readings

from Program or Be Programmed and/or Blown to Bits before the week they are listed on the schedule so

as to allow themselves time to compose and post a substantive prompt for that week.

For example, to receive credit for the post on the week of Monday, Jan. 27, the discussion leaders must
complete the readings for Jan. 27-31 and post their introductory comments by 9 a.m. on Monday, Jan.
27, and everyone else must post their initial responses to the thread and one shorter comment before 5
p.m. on Friday, Jan. 31.

Grading

I will evaluate your forum posts and replies according to how rich they are in content, insight, and
analysis. All posts and replies should make clear connections to previous or current content (readings,
other discussion posts, relevant outside examples) and authors should make new ideas and new
connections in a way that gives them depth and detail.

As with all other writing in the course, forum posts and replies should be thoughtfully composed, revised,
and proofread so that they are largely free of errors in content or typographical or other surface errors.
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Forum postings cannot be made up and those posted after they are due will receive no credit.

*This project is adapted from an assignment by Jill Woods.

Personal blog posts®

Description

Your blog posts are designed to give you an outlet for reflecting on your learning in this course.
Periodically throughout the semester, spend at least 15 minutes writing about your work in the course,
including both what you are learning and how you are learning it. For example, you could write about
what you are learning about WordPress and/or a particular success you have had (or challenge you
have faced) with the system; you might write about your plans for your video or issue/cause website,
using the blog as a way of brainstorming these projects; or you might address your generally progress in
the course, such as what you have learned at that particular point in the semester and hope to learn
before the end of the term. As long as your post addresses the content of the course and your
participation in it, it should be acceptable. If you have any questions about topics for your blog posts,
feel free to contact me.

I will regularly read your blog posts in order to keep track of your progress throughout the semester. |
will sometimes, but not always, comment on those posts in order to provide feedback on problems
you’re trying to work through, if that seems necessary. If there are problems with a post’s writing or
design, | may ask you to revise it.

Requirements

While the length of individual posts will vary depending on the topic, the average length of your posts
should be 300 words, and all of your posts after the first should include at least one image.

You are not required to create the images on your blog yourself; however, as with all other work in the
course, you must acknowledge the source of your images—and all non-original content on your blog—
by clearly linking back to the original site where you found them.

Blog due dates

= Your first blog post is due before 9 a.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 21.

= By 5 p.m. on the midterm, Feb. 28, you will have posted four additional blog posts (for a total of
five) as well as all the other sections of the site listed above.

= By 5 p.m. on the last day of class, Apr. 25, you should have posted an additional five blog posts
(for a total of ten).

Grading
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Your posts will be evaluated according to how conscientiously you have followed the requirements
above, the creativity in your choice of blog topics and depth with which you have engaged these topics,
and the polish and correctness of your writing.

*This project is adapted from an assignment by Jill Woods.

Issue/cause website

Description

Pick an issue or cause that is important to you and identify a particular audience that is likely uniformed
about that issue or cause. Then design and build a multipage website that uses both text and multimedia
elements to provide more information about the issue. You will create the site separately from your
personal website—this will require you to create a new WordPress.com account.

Requirements

Your website should consist of at least four separate pages, including a static home page and an about
page where you describe the purpose of the site and give a short introduction to yourself as the site’s
creator. Additional pages might describe the history of the issue or cause, where site visitors can find
more information about it, controversies surrounding the issue or cause, or any other pertinent
information related to the issue or cause and the purpose of the site.

The site must contain a minimum of 1,500 words of text, ten images, and five minutes of video. All
images and video should be created by you; any material contained on the site or in your video must be
fully cited both in the text to indicate when material is not your own, along with a complete citation on a
separate works cited page. The works cited page will not count as one of the four required pages for the
site.

Issue/cause website due dates

Before 9 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 3, you add a post to the “Issue/Cause Website” forum explaining in detail
your plans for your site. In this post you will share what issue or cause you have chosen for the
assignment and why you chose it. You will then address how you plan to meet all of the requirements
described in the previous section.

For example, you could describe the structure of the site, how many pages it will contain, and what
information will be on each page. You can also tell us where you will find the research that will inform
your writing for the site, and how you plan to use multimedia elements like your images and video to
serve the overall purpose of the site. Generally, this post should serve as a detailed proposal for the site
you plan to create for your project.

This post will serve the following purposes: it will give you an opportunity to think through this
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assignment to help you better plan for it and it will allow your classmates and myself to provide you with
feedback on your plans prior to the assignment’s final due date.

Your final version of the issue/cause website will be due before 9 a.m. on Monday, Mar. 31. You will
submit it by posting it with a title and description to the portfolio section of your personal website.

Grading
I will evaluate your issue/cause websites using the following five categories:

= Design: The site adheres to the best practices for Web and multimedia design.

= Accessibility and requirements: The site adheres to the best practices for linking and image use
and is free of major errors in organization or structure. The site meets all of the requirements
laid out in the assignment description.

= Readability and effectiveness: The content of the site effectively accomplishes the goals laid
out in the proposal, including the quality of its content and its appropriateness for the target
audience. The text and other multimedia elements are free of major and minor errorsin
structure, syntax, and grammar and display the quality of writing appropriate for a professional
publication.

= Multimodality: Multimedia elements are effectively incorporated into the site to complement,
comment on, and/or extend the written text.

= Citation and research: All of the elements of the site are either the sole creation of the author,
explicitly licensed for reuse, no longer covered by copyright, or used within the bounds of fair use.
All sources used on the site that are not the sole creation of the author or authors are fully cited
using the MLA or APA citation format.

Book chapter remix

Description

For this project, you will choose one chapter from either Blown to Bits or Program or Be Programmed and
translate the major themes and arguments of that chapter into a video project.

Your project should not take the form of you simply reading the chapter, although you can quote from it
as necessary; rather, you should re-present or remix the content of the chapter in a way that both
honors the original purpose of the authors and is suited to audiovisual media.

This project will require a number of skills on your part: you will need to successfully summarize the
main themes of the chapter that you present in your project. You will then need to create a script for the
project, planning out the ways in which you will incorporate the features of the medium to present these
themes to best effect. You will need to research the resources you will include—audio and video clips, still
images—and plan how you will record your new material—both shooting video and recording audio.
Finally, you will need to edit your recordings into a coherent final project that communicates the
purpose of the chapter.
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There are many different forms your project could take. You could use the documentary form to present
the ideas of the authors, illustrating their purpose with news clips and other media. You could create a
narrative around the chapter, using fictional characters or settings to illustrate information in the book.
You could animate the chapter, or otherwise illustrate its contents.

| am open to any of these options or others you can think of; the only firm requirement is that your
project should take advantage of the resources of video—editing and the grammar of video, the use of
stillimages and video clips, narration, and sound effects—to engage the argument of the chapter.

Requirements

As you can see from the course schedule, we will not complete all of the readings from the texts until the
end of the semester, so you should scan ahead through these chapters to decide which one you will want
to choose for this project. It may make sense to choose one of the chapters from your DL week, as this
will allow you to focus on this chapter for both projects with less distraction.

Your video should have a title and clearly indicate what it is—a version of the chapter you have chosen—
and should clearly credit the original authors. It should be 7-10 minutes long. This will require you to
summarize and reduce the content of the chapter so that you can present it in this space.

As with your other project, all outside sources must be cited, including in-text citations to indicate when
you are citing materials and full citation information in the credits.

Chapter remix due dates

As with the issue/cause website, you will add a post post to the “Chapter Remix” forum explaining in
detail your plans for this assignment. This post is due by 9 a.m. on Monday, Mar. 3. In this post you will
tell the class which chapter of which book you plan to remix and you will address how you plan to meet
all of the requirements described above. Again, this will allow your classmates to see who has chosen
which chapters, and will allow them and myself an opportunity to provide feedback on your plans.

Your final remix will be due before 5 p.m. on last day of class, Apr. 25. You will submit it by uploading it to
a video sharing site and embedding the video with a title and description to the portfolio section of your
personal website.

Grading
I will evaluate your chapter remix videos using the following five categories:

= Quality: The video adheres to the best practices for video structure and editing.

= Requirements: The video meets all of the requirements laid out in the assignment description.

= Readability and effectiveness: The text and other elements of the video are free of major and
minor errors in structure, syntax, and grammar and display the quality of writing and
presentation appropriate for a professional publication.
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= Summary and accuracy: The video accurately summarizes the major themes and argument of
the chapter.

= Citation and remix: All of the elements in the video are either the sole creation of the author,
explicitly licensed for reuse, no longer covered by copyright, or used within the bounds of fair use.
All sources used in the video that are not the sole creation of the author or authors are fully cited
using standards appropriate to the medium.
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Multimedia Writing

ENGL 303, Spring 2014, West Virginia University

Schedule

Abbreviations

In the list of readings below, | will use the following abbreviations for the course texts.

= B2B: Hal Abelson, Ken Ledeen, and Harry Lewis. Blown to Bits: Your Life, Liberty, and Happiness
afterthe Digital Explosion. Addison-Wesley, 2008.

= WP24: George Plumley. WordPress 24-Hour Trainer. 2nd ed. Wiley, 2011.

= PROG: Douglas Rushkoff. Program or Be Programmed: Ten Commands for a Digital Age. OR Books,

2010.

Date Schedule/Readings

Week 1

1/8-10

1/14

Week 2

1/13-17

Readings:

= Course syllabus: Description and Requirements, Policies,
Assignments, and Schedule.
= WP24
= Section |, Lesson 1 (I.1), Thinking Like WordPress
= 1.2, Planning Your Site for WordPress
= .4, Admin Area Overview

= [II.6, Adding a New Post — Overview

Last day to register, add new courses, make section changes,

change pass/fail, and audit

Discussion forum prompt: Write a post on the weekly

discussion forum introducing yourself and explaining what you
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hope to get out of the course. There is no DL for this week, and
no replies are required.

Readings:

= WP24
= [Il.7, Working with the Text Editor
= [I1.8, Laying out Text

= I1.10, Adding a New Page

1/20 Martin Luther King’s Birthday Recess: university closed
Week 3 Readings: The about page, along
1/21-24 with the portfolio and
= B2B: Preface and Ch. 1, Digital Explosion credits pages for your
= PROG: Introduction and Ch. 1, Time personal websites
= WP24 should be added before
= |V.11, The Basics of Handling Media Files 5p.m.on 1/24

= |V.12, The Upload/Insert Window Tabs

= V.13, Image Options in Detail

Week 4 Readings: Your post to the
1/27-31 “Issue/Cause Website”
= PROG: Ch. 2, Place forum explaining in
= WP24 detail your plans for
= |V.16, Adding Video and Audio your issue/cause
= VI.23: Managing Comments website is due before 9
= VIIL.30, Optimizing Your Content a.m.on2/3

= Video Tutorials
= Windows users: Windows Movie Maker: Work
through the entire page as well as all of the
pages below the “Learn more about Windows
Movie Maker” heading
= Mac users: Berkley’s J-Schools iMovie Tutorials:
Work your way through all the sections; for more

specific topics, you can look on Apple’s site
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= B2B: Ch. 2, Naked in the Sunlight

= Golombisky and Hagen, White Space is Not Your Enemy,

chs. TBD

Week 6 Readings:
2/10-14

= B2B: Ch. 3, Ghosts in the Machine

= PROG: Ch. 3, Choice

= WP24

= V.18, Managing Posts and Pages

= V.20, Managing Post Categories and Tags

= V.21, Managing Widgets and Menus

Week 7 Readings:

2/17-21

= B2B: Ch. 4, Needles in the Haystack

= PROG: Ch. 4, Complexity

= WP24

VIII.31, Optimizing Your Site as a Whole
VII1.27, Overview of WordPress Themes
VII.28, Creating a Child Theme

VII.29, Basic Customization of Your Design

Week 8 Discussion forum prompt: TBD. (There is no DL for this week.)

2/24-28 Readings: NA
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2/28

Week 9
3/3-7

3/7

3/10-14

Week 10

3/17-21

Week 11

3/24-28

Week 12

3/31-4/4

Week 13

4/7-11

Week 14

Schedule | Multimedia Writing
detail your plans
for your chapter
remix video is
due before 9

a.m.on 3/3

Mid-semester

Readings:

= PROG: Ch. 5, Scale

= PROG: Ch. 6, Identity

Last day to drop a class

Spring recess

Readings:

= B2B: Ch. 5, Secret Bits

Readings: The final version of your
issue/cause website is

= B2B: Ch. 6, Balance Toppled due before 9 a.m. on

3/31

Readings:

= B2B: Ch. 7, You Can’t Say That on the Internet

= PROG: Ch. 7, Social

Readings:

= B2B: Ch. 8, Bits in the Air and Conclusion

= PROG: Ch. 8, Fact

Readings:
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4/14-17

4/18

Week 15

4/21-25
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= PROG: Ch. 9, Openness

= PROG: Ch. 10, Purpose

Friday Before Easter Recess: university closed

Readings: NA: There is no Weekly Forum post due this week.
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